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SAVE THE DATE FOR THE 5th Annual Taste of Friendship Heights: September 17, 2011

An Opportunity to Reach Out to the Friendship Heights Community and Beyond

Back by popular demand, the Village of Friendship Heights and the Friendship Heights Urban Network (FHUN) are happy to announce that the date for the 5th Annual Taste of Friendship Heights has been set for Saturday, September 17, 2011, from 12 noon to 5 pm and will again take place at the Friendship Heights Village Center, 4433 South Park Avenue, Chevy Chase, MD.  The Taste of Friendship Heights is a culinary adventure that allows participants to sample cuisines from local restaurants, including Lia’s, Indique Heights, Potomac Pizza, M Café/Famoso, PF Chang’s, and others.

An Opportunity to Sponsor a Great Community Event
We are currently offering area businesses, non-profits, and academic institutions an opportunity to participate as a sponsor of the Taste of Friendship Heights.  This event provides a perfect opportunity to reach out to the Friendship Heights community, as well as those from neighboring communities in Maryland, Virginia, and Washington D.C.  For businesses, this event allows you to reach out to potential new customers and clients; and for businesses as well as non-profits and academic institutions, this gives you the opportunity to give back to the community.  Depending on your level of sponsorship, if you choose to sponsor the event we will advertise your business/organization in promotional materials (e.g. our website, fliers, posters, newspaper ads, etc.), and also provide you with a booth to directly interact with attendees the day of the event.  

For purposes of making this decision, the following are some important facts about the Taste of Friendship Heights 2011 that you should be aware of:

· “Taste of Friendship Heights” is scheduled for the afternoon of Saturday, September 17, 2011, at the Village Center, in the Village of Friendship Heights, located at 4433 South Park Avenue, Chevy Chase, MD.

· Each year the event hosts over 1,000 people, drawing from the immediate Friendship Heights area, as well as neighborhoods in nearby Maryland, Washington, D.C., and Virginia.  We plan on building upon that success by reaching out to even more of the neighboring communities in Maryland, D.C., and Virginia through increased promotion and a longer promotional period leading up to the event, all geared toward increasing the number of attendees from outside the area. 

· Local restaurants will be given space at the Village of Friendship Heights (both inside and outside the center) to sell food and beverages to attendees. Restaurants that participated last year included Indique Heights, Bambule, Lia’s, Maggiano’s, Potomac Pizza, PF Chang’s, and M Café/Famoso.  A portion of the Hills Plaza street will be closed to accommodate additional vendors.  But space is still limited. 

· Neither the Village Center nor FHUN will be making any profit from the event. 

· We will be offering free family-oriented entertainment (and special activities for children), which we expect will attract a large amount of families to the event.

Why We Need Sponsors
The Village Center is currently planning to provide participating restaurants with publicity leading up to the event, as well as the following items on the day of the event: security, tents (if applicable), tables, personnel to sell tickets and assist attendees, clean-up after the event, and electricity.  We are also hoping to engage in a heavy public relations campaign, including print and electronic advertising, as well as local advertising targeted to people visiting the Friendship Heights area in the weeks and months leading up to the event.  These items will, of course, all cost money, and while we expect to have a dedicated budget this year – provided courtesy of the Friendship Heights Village Council – we are still seeking sponsors to help allay some of these costs.  Additionally, the more money that we raise from sponsors, the more we can do in terms of promotion and publicity, which will in turn make this an even better and more successful event.  There is also the local good-will generated as a result of sponsoring a community event like the Taste of Friendship Heights 2011, which we understand from some of last year’s sponsors was quite substantive.  
Levels of Sponsorship and What You Get In Return
There are two levels of sponsorship: (1) Corporate and (2) In-kind.  

Corporate sponsorship is defined by donations of $450 or higher.  If your business makes a donation to our event, we will: (1) include your business/organization’s name/logo in all promotional materials, and (2) provide you with space (including table and chairs) in the Village Center on the date of the event to interact with hundreds, if not thousands of people in attendance.

In-kind sponsorship is intended for small business and community organizations who want to participate in the event but are unable to provide a monetary donation.  Examples include family entertainment (such as games, music and other activities), bottled water, and other give-aways.  Unlike corporate sponsorship, you will not be advertised in our promotion materials but you will be given space to interact with people in attendance.
Who to contact

If you are interested in sponsoring the 5th Annual Taste of Friendship Heights and would like more information please contact:

Rachael Schacherer, Director of Special Projects, FHUN, at 240-305-6790 or raschacherer@gmail.com or 

Joel Schwarz, President, FHUN, at presjms@aol.com.

Please bear in mind, that while it may seem that September 17th is a long way away, we are already finalizing our plans to begin the advertising campaign for the Taste of Friendship Heights 2011 event.  As such, your expedient commitment as a sponsor will maximize your chances of being able to secure a sponsorship table at the event, increase your company’s exposure and ensure that your business/logo is placed on all of the promotional materials. 
Please note that for purposes of this event, the Friendship Heights Urban Network (“FHUN”) is an agent of the Village Center of Friendship Heights, and is supporting the coordination, planning and execution of the 5th Annual Taste of Friendship Heights - Taste of Friendship Heights 2011 - in that capacity.

Friendship Heights Urban Network (FHUN) is a non-profit, all-volunteer social network that sponsors Friendship Heights events and dissemination of community information, with a particular focus on building the community of young professionals, parents, and students in and around Friendship Heights. 
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This document provides data as a public convenience and such data should only be used for informational, and not for legal or financial, purposes.  FHUN takes reasonable steps to assure the quality of this data, but accuracy cannot be guaranteed and FHUN assumes no liability or responsibility for any data errors or omissions.  This document and the information it contains are not sponsored by the Village of Friendship Heights or by any other organization or entity.

Please be advised that by attending a FHUN event you understand that you are responsible for your own actions, agree to act responsibly and defend, indemnify and hold FHUN and its officers harmless from and against any and all claims, damages and costs arising from or related to your participation in an event.  
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