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YOU ARE INVITED TO PARTICIPATE IN THE

5th Annual Taste of Friendship Heights - – September 17, 2011:

An Opportunity to Showcase Your Restaurant’s Cuisine!

The Village of Friendship Heights and the Friendship Heights Urban Network (FHUN) are happy to announce the 5th Annual Taste of Friendship Heights, scheduled for Saturday, September 17, 2011 from 12 noon to 5pm.  As you may recall from the terrific press we have received over the last four years, the Annual Taste of Friendship Heights has been a great success, due in large part to the participation of neighborhood restaurants and businesses.  Altogether, our attendance has exceeded 1,000 people each year and every restaurant walked away with great exposure, notable monetary returns, and a new clientele base.  We truly expect that this year will be even better and we hope that you will consider joining us this time around; especially because your participation will ensure that this event will be an even greater success than last year!  And with the new stores, restaurants, and apartment buildings increasing the activity in Friendship Heights, this is a perfect time to bring the community together and show them what the area has to offer.

So why should you consider participating? 

In short, the Taste of Friendship Heights provides an excellent opportunity for you to market your restaurant/market and the delicious foods you have to offer to a large and growing audience from all around the D.C. Metro area.  Anecdotally, many of the restaurants that participated in the past reported an appreciable increase in their clientele in the weeks and months following the event; many of whom specifically told the restaurants that they’d discovered their cuisine at the Taste of Friendship Heights event.  

This year we plan on building upon the success of the past by reaching out to even more of the neighboring communities in Maryland, D.C., and Virginia through increased promotion and a longer promotional period leading up to the event—all geared toward increasing the number of people from outside the area that come to the event to enjoy your food.   

For purposes of considering your potential participation in TOFH 2011, it might be helpful to know that:

· Attendees will purchase tickets for food or drinks ($5 for 4 tickets) and will redeem those tickets at participating restaurant booths for servings of food.  

· After the event, restaurants will redeem all of the tickets that they have collected for a check from the Village Center.  For each ticket that a restaurant receives, the Village Center will pay the restaurant 85 percent in return (i.e., 85 cents for every dollar).  A charitable donation will be made using a portion of the remaining 15 percent of every ticket sold. 

· Neither the Village Center nor FHUN will be making any profit from the tickets purchased. 

· In accordance with the tradition of other “Taste Of” events, no single item of food/beverage should cost more than three to four (3-4) tickets, so that people are able to sample many different foods (we recommend some lower ticket items as well, so that you are sure to showcase your business to everyone, regardless of how much each person chooses to spend). 

· The registration fee is $450 and will cover the following items:

· Health Department License Fee 

· Advertising: large event banner hung over Wisconsin Ave., ads placed in the Washington Post, posters, flyers, and individual vendor signs

· 10X10 ft. vendor space (located either in the main hall or outside, on the blocked off street), and access to electricity (limited availability), if needed (for vendor spaces located outside, the Village Center will again be renting tents/umbrellas)

· (2) 6 ft. long tables + (1) card table (to be set up in your location)

· Hand wash station per health department guidelines (including 5 gallon water source with catch bucket, liquid soap, paper towels, etc.)

· Ticket receipt box

· Large trash receptacle

· Umbrella tables and chairs for seating in park and street areas

· Security

· Maintenance – both set up pre-event, and clean up post-event
· The fee does not include serving supplies (e.g. paper plates, utensils, cups, etc.)
How do you reserve your spot for Taste of Friendship Heights 2011?

To reserve your spot at this year’s event, as well as to help us plan appropriately, we ask that you submit the following by Friday, April 15, 2011:

(1) Registration fee:  Please submit your registration payment of $450 in the form of a check payable to the Village Center of Friendship Heights no later than Friday, April 15, 2011.  You can drop it off at the Village Center of Friendship Heights, to the attention of Betty Ardizzone or by mail (4433 South Park Avenue, Chevy Chase, MD).  NOTE: You are required to tell the Village Center if you need electrical power during the event; if you don’t request it at the time of registration we cannot confirm your location and participation at the event.

(2) Vendor Agreement (pages 3 through 6):  In addition to your registration payment, please sign and return the last page of the “Vendor Agreement” liability form (see following pages) to the Village Center (by hand, or you can fax it to 301-907-3922) no later than Friday, April 15, 2011.  The goal of this agreement is to make sure that every restaurant is responsible for only its own staff and its own booth (i.e., so that you’re not held responsible for the errors or omissions of another participant restaurant).  By completing the form, every restaurant can participate in TOFH 2011, secure in the knowledge that if one of the other restaurant participants has an accident or makes a mistake causing an injury, you shouldn't have to worry about being held liable for that mistake.  

Please note: Vendor choices for spots inside/outside the Village Center are accepted based upon the order in which the Vendor Agreement and registration check is received, so please get your checks in early so that you can have prime choice of spots for the event! 

What you need to know about applying for a health permit—important information below
The Village Center of Friendship Heights and FHUN will be submitting a special events health permit application on behalf of all participating restaurants. We will provide you with more information about the application process after you submit your registration fee and vendor agreement.  Please note that the $450 registration fee already covers the health department licensure fee.  
General questions about the event can be directed to Rachael Schacherer at raschacherer@gmail.com.  Facilities questions can be directed to Betty Ardizzone, Facilities Manager at the Village of Friendship Heights, at 301-656-2797 or bardizzone@friendshipheightsmd.gov

We are looking forward to working with you again on another fantastic Taste of Friendship Heights!

2011 Taste of Friendship Heights - Vendor Agreement

5th Annual Taste of Friendship Heights Event at

The Village of Friendship Heights, Village Center 
at 4433 South Park Avenue, Chevy Chase, MD 20815

September 17, 2011 - 12:00 p.m. through 5:00 p.m.

www.tasteoffriendshipheights.com

This agreement is hereby made by and between the Village of Friendship Heights (“VFH”), through their designated agents, Friendship Heights Urban Network’s Directors, members and volunteers (cumulatively, “FHUN Members”)
, and the undersigned concessionaire ("Vendor") to participate in the 2011 event entitled 5th Annual Taste of Friendship Heights (“TOFH 2011”) at the Village of Friendship Heights Village Center at 4433 South Park Avenue, Chevy Chase, MD 20815 (hereinafter referred to as the Site), Saturday, September 17, 2011, 12:00 p.m. through 5:00 p.m.

1. OBLIGATIONS AND VENDOR FEE

The VFH, by itself and through its agent, FHUN Members, agrees to provide publicity leading up to the day of the event and, on the day of the event, to provide security, personnel to sell tickets and assist attendees, and clean-up after the event. In addition, the VFH will provide Vendor with: a) one 10' X 10’ lot display area; b) perimeter tables; c) coverage under a tent (if applicable); d) electrical power (limited availability); e) bathroom facilities; f) waste receptacles; g) security; and h) hand soap and a bucket of water to use as a hand washing station.  Additionally, vendors can drop off staff, food, and supplies at the Village Center driveway (Hills Plaza side) or the “authorized only” parking area on Friendship Blvd. 

Vendor has paid VFH $450 as a deposit for the right to participate in this event, agreed to by previous written agreement. Vendor understands that the VFH, through its agents, FHUN, is still in the process of contacting TOFH 2011 event sponsors (“Sponsors”) in the hopes of securing additional funding to engage in an expanded PR campaign. 

2. VENDOR OBLIGATIONS

Vendors shall supply all other necessary services and equipment required for operation of booths, including but not limited to the following: a) cooking and serving equipment; b) cooking and serving staff; c) fliers/signage for booth; d) in-booth facilities for hand washing and drying dish washing, rinsing and instant read food thermometer; e) maintaining food at appropriate temperatures, as dictated by health and safety standards; and f) single service flatware, paper products, condiments. Vendor’s booth shall be set up and ready for inspection one hour prior to opening on the day of the event, and shall be left clean at the end of the event. All trash must be bagged and Vendor’s area must be clear of debris. 

Health Department Food Permit: Each Vendor will be asked to submit a one page health department application to the VFH. The VFH will then submit a special events application on behalf of all Vendors and schedule a time for the inspection on the day of the event. One will be provided to you at a later date.

3. VENDOR MENU AND PRICING

Vendor agrees to sell only the items specified on the health form returned to the VFH and/or its agent, FHUN Members, and may not attempt to sell any other item (food or non-food) unless such substitution has been agreed to, in writing and accompanied by a modified health form, with the VFH or its agent, FHUN Members.

Vendor agrees to exclusively accept TOFH-produced tickets for payment by patrons at the TOFH 2011 event and to charge between 1 (one) to 4 (four) tickets for items, with no more than 4 (four) tickets being required for any single item of food (food portion size may be adjusted accordingly, at Vendor’s discretion). Vendor understands that TOFH 2011 tickets will be sold for $5 for 4 tickets, and that Vendor will be paid based upon the number of tickets it has collected throughout the event, using the following formula: Vendors will receive 85% of gross sales for their tickets, less MD sales tax on the total gross (if applicable), and with a portion of the remaining collected funds donated to charity, (at a time and place of VFH and FHUN Member’s choosing). Past charities supported through the event were the Community Council for the Homeless at Friendship Place, the National Institutes of Health (NIH) Children's Charities and Girls and Boys Clubs of Greater Washington, and Fight for Children. At no time will FHUN Members/FHUN receive any of the proceeds from the TOFH 2011. Vendor understands that the VFH is a tax-exempt entity, but that it will be Vendor’s responsibility to determine whether or not any sales taxes may be due on the proceeds that it receives.

4. COMPLIANCE WITH LAWS

Vendor agrees to comply at all times with all applicable health, fire, and safety rules, regulations, orders, ordinances, and laws. Vendor acknowledges that health, fire, and safety officers shall have the right to inspect Vendor’s booth and operations at any time. Vendor shall immediately correct any violation and shall comply with any instruction aimed at improving the health, fire, or safety condition of the booth(s); Vendor shall comply with all licensing and permitting requirements in connection with the sales and activities contemplated hereunder; Vendor shall comply with and pay all applicable sales and other tax laws; Vendor shall comply with all state and county laws and all directions given by the VFH and its agent, FHUN Members, as well as security personnel and all TOFH 2011 event staff.

5. INSURANCE

Comprehensive General Liability Insurance: Vendor shall carry, at its own expense, comprehensive general liability insurance with reputable insurance carriers acceptable to the VFH, including product liability, personal injury, and property damage with minimum limits of one million dollars ($1,000,000.00) per occurrence; 

Worker's Compensation: Vendor shall carry, at its own expense, Workers Compensation insurance in compliance with all applicable laws for all of Vendor's personnel working at the TOFH 2011 event. In the event that Vendor holds no Worker's Compensation, Vendor will provide a signed waiver indemnifying and holding harmless VFH and its agents, as well as event Sponsors, security personnel and all TOFH 2011 event staff, for any injury incurred during event set up, operation or clean-up.

6. SECURITY AND PARKING

The VFH shall ensure general security for the site. Notwithstanding the provision of such security services, neither the VFH, its agent, FHUN Members, nor Sponsors shall be liable to anyone for any loss or damage to property, goods, or equipment owned, controlled, or in the custody of Vendor for any reason of threat, damage, pilferage, vandalism, force majeure or acts of God.  Vendor agrees to comply with all procedures, credential systems, and parking requirements.  VFH will allow drop-off parking for vendors the day of the event at the Center driveway (Hills Plaza side) or the “authorized only” parking area on Friendship Blvd.

7. TERMS

VFH is only providing booth and concession space to Vendor. The relationship between VFH (and its agents) and Vendor is not one of partnership, joint venture, employment or principal/agency. VFH and Vendor have no continuing relationship. However, Vendor and VFH (the “Parties”) representations, warranties, and indemnities to each other, as well as the Sponsors, shall survive the event and may be relied upon by all of the aforesaid Parties.

8. WEATHER

TOFH 2011 is an all-weather event. VFH will provide indoor or covered space for Vendor’s booth(s). Vendor booth(s) shall be set up and ready for inspection one hour prior to opening on the day of the event regardless of weather conditions, and there shall be no refunding of any fees paid by Vendor for any reason, save in the VFH’s sole discretion.

9. ASSIGNMENT

This Agreement is personal to Vendor and Vendor may not assign it in whole or in part or sublet the booth space. Any attempt to so do shall render the Assignment null and void and all fees paid shall be forfeited.

10. RULES AND REGULATIONS

Vendor's rights under this Agreement are conditioned upon Vendor's compliance with the following rules and regulations:

a. Alcoholic beverages are not allowed to be consumed or sold by Vendor on the Site;

b. Booths, cooking area, and water areas must be kept clean at all times;

c. All trash must be bagged and properly disposed of in the designated areas;

d. All used grease, waste-water, and ashes must be properly disposed of in designated areas (food vendors);

e. Vendor must have a 10 lb. ABC type fire extinguisher. However, if Vendor is using a propane tank larger than 40 lbs, Vendor must have a 20 lb fire extinguisher;

f. Vendor must take full legal responsibility for participation in the event and VFH will be the party with whom Vendor will conduct all legal transactions;

g. Vendors may only sell approved food and drink items;

h. Vendors are responsible for providing all charcoal, sterno, and propane except as agreed on last page of this agreement;

i. Menu items and all applicable applications must be submitted by June 18, 2011, save by mutual amendment by the Parties;

11. INDEMNIFICATION

Vendor agrees and does hereby indemnify, defend and hold harmless, VFH, its agent, FHUN Members, as well as Sponsors, and their respective officers, agents and employees, from and against any loss, claim, demands, liabilities, expenses (including attorney's fees), or actions in connection with or arising in whole or in part from any one or more of the following;

a. Vendor's performance or failure to perform any of the terms of this Agreement;

b. Vendor's negligence or any breach by Vendor of its warranties or covenants herein;

c. The consumption of Vendor's food and/or beverage products sold, available or distributed by the Vendor at the event;

d. Vendor's use of the booth(s) or other facilities or improvements or equipment furnished to or by Vendor or otherwise employed at the event by Vendor, Vendor's agents, employees, personnel, or assigns.

In addition, Vendor relieves and releases VFH, its agent, FHUN Members, and Sponsors, and their respective officers, agents and employees, from any responsibility for loss or damage to food and/or beverage products or loss of food and/or beverage sales or other revenue that results from failure or interruption of electrical or refrigeration service to Vendor's booth(s) from malfunction, whether or not such failure or interruption of electrical or refrigeration service is attributable in whole or part to the fault, act, or omission of the aforesaid parties.

12. NO WAIVER

Failure of Parties to perform any of the covenants, provisions or conditions of this Agreement on one or more occasions shall not constitute a waiver by Parties herein under or of the right thereafter to require strict compliance with said covenants, provisions and conditions.

13. COMPLETE AGREEMENT: CHOICE OF LAW

This contract shall be governed and interpreted under the laws of the State of Maryland and contains the entire agreement and understanding between VFH and Vendor. Prior written agreements between the Parties shall survive this Agreement; save that if there is a conflict between such documents and this Agreement, provisions in this Agreement shall control. No other representations have been made and no modifications or waivers shall be binding unless signed by VFH.

I have read and understand the provisions contained in this Agreement I agree to abide by all terms set forth above:

Vendor:__________________

By [signature]:

Name:

Title:

Date:

Tax ID Number:

Agreed and accepted by:

Village of Friendship Heights

By [signature]:

Name:

Title:

Date:

�


friendship heights urban network








� FHUN Members for purposes of this agreement include Joel Schwarz, Rachael Schacherer, David Tobenkin, and other FHUN volunteers planning, organizing and/or participating in the 2011 TOFH event (collectively, "FHUN Members").
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